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CANTATA OF RUTH. 



ARGUMENT. 

^ A 8KTSBX funine iprerails in Bethlehem-Jadah. A meftenger hringg the 
lidingB of plenty in Idoab, and beseeches the people to cry to Jehovah for 
help in their trouble. Elimelech and his family. Naomi and two sons, flee 
lo Moab. The two sons there marry Ruth and* Or{)ah. During a period of 
len years the three, Naomi, Ruth and Orpah, are left in widowhood They 
bemoan their affliction, and Naomi resolves to return to her home, where 
plenty is now restored. Orpah is persuaded to go to her own people, but 
Ruth " clave unto her mother-in-Uw,'* and returns with her to Bethlehem. 
The inhabitants greet them with surprise, when Naomi tells of her sorrow. 
Ruth sooEi goef to the barley fields to glean. Boas, a man of wealth and 
power, flnds her in his fields gleaning, and becomes enamored of her. At 
night-fall she falls asleep among the sheaves, and Boaz sings to her a Slum- 
ber Song. The oextday an Israelitish Woman prophesies better things for 
her, and she waiu to see the result. According to the Oriental custom, the 
property is redeemed, and soon after Boas and Ruth are married. Boai 
celebrates by "* nuiking merry," and the Scene closes with praise to God fi»r 
^i» merciefi. 



PERSONATIONS. 

NAOMI. (Soprano.) 

RUTH. (Contralto.) 

BOAZ. ( Basso. > 

FIRST REAPER. (Tenor.) 

ORPAH. (Soprano.) 

ISRAELITISH VS^OMAN. (Mezzo Sopnuic 

JBW^ISH MAIDEN. (Mezzo Soprano.; 

MESSENGER. (Baritone.) 

ASSISTANT REAPER. (Basso.) 

SEMI-CHORUS OF REAPERS 

SEMI-CHORUS OF BINDERS. 

SEMI-CHORUS OF GLEANERS. 

FULL CHORUS OF ISRABLITKS. 



Scene First, 



\. Cbonu. Help tfaoQ Jefaorak 7 

t R'Hnt (Metseni^.) Lo there oomtf 9 

8. Cborftle. Lord Id toy merer heftr 10 

4 Solo (Jewish Maiden.) The Lord hath fed 10 

f. Solo (Jewifb Maiden) ft Chorne. God it oor Baf^age. IS 

Scene Second. 

\. RedtftAir. (Naomi.) The Lord hath tore etriektn. 14 

J. Solo. (Orpah.) Pity Lord the poor 17 

I. Redt (Rath.) Lo in deepest anguish 18 

4. Trio, (Naomi, Rath and Orpah.) Be thoo Lord. 18 

I. Redt (Naomi.) Oo retnm 90 

t Duet. (Orpah and Ruth,) Surely we will SO 

^ Redt (Naomi.) Turn again my dauphten SI 

8 Daet (Orpah and Ruth.) Sure'ly we will SI 

f Solo. (Orpah.) When deepest shadows SS 

!•. Redt fNaomi.) Behold thy sister SS 

U. Solo. (Ruth.) Entreat me not S4 

^S Dnat (Both aad Naomi.) I'll entreat thee not. . S7 

^ Scene Third. 

L Choms. Joy, joy, 'tis plenty restored S9 

I. Redt (Messenger.) Searotoming SI 

• CSkorna. Is this Naomi Y 



CONTENTS. ^ 

4. Redt (Naomi.) Callmtnoi Naomi SS 

5. Choms. OallherMara ^ SS 

6. Solo and Duet (1st Reaper and NaomL) Onr days. SS 

7. Chant The Lord gave •.... S6 

8. Redt (Ruth.) Let me now go 86 

9. Solo (Naomi) and Cboms. The Lord bless tliee.. . S8 

Scene Fourth. 

I. Solo. (First Reaper.; Hail glorious light SS 

5. Semi -Chorus. (Reapers.* Forward ye reapers... 4S 

8. Semi-Chorus. (Binders.) Come and bind 43 

4. Semi-Chorus. (Gleaners.) Maidens hasten 44 

6. United Semi-Choruses 44 

6 Redt (Boaz) and Chorus. The Lord be with you. 45 

7. Redt (First ReaMr.) 'Tis the Moabitiah dannsel. 45 

8. Recit (Boaa.) Hearest thou not 46 

9. Redt (Rath.) Why hare I found graee t 47 

10. Redt and Air. (Boaa.) It hath been fally shown. 47 

11. Recit (Ruth.) Let me find fiiTor 49 

IS. Redt (Boaa.) At mealtime come thou... 50 

IS. Duet (Boas and Rath.) The Lord shall reward.. 51 

14. Cboma. He that goetb forth and weepeth «• 53 

15. Redt (Boas.) Let her glean 56 

16. Solo. (Assistant Reaper.) With seat your labor. 57 



EDA KUHN LOEB MU|"S"*^'^ 
HARVARD UNIVERSITY 



17. Sola CnmStkA GHaanIng Song V% 

18. Solo. (Boas.) Slumber Song 

19. Trio and Choms. For He ahall ghrs Us A^a. . 

Scena Fifth. 

1. Ohoras. The meek will He guide.. •••... 

S. Redt (Naomi.) The secret of the Lofd 

S. Duet (Naomi and First Reaper.) My spirit frfaita. 70 

4. Semi-Chorus. ( Male Toiees.) The Lord is my Shephenl. 76 

5. Solo. (Israditish Woman.) Haste ye maids 78 

6. Redt (Boas.) Bring the vdl 80 

7. Redt (Naomi.) Whoartthonf 81 

8. Redt jRuth.) These six measures 81 

9. Redt (Naomi.) Sit still my daughter 81 

10. Rec.ftAir.(JewishMaiden.)AFatherofthe&therleas. 8S 

11. Choms. Waitthra only , 84 

Scene Sixth. 

1. Solo. CBoas.) Lotedeaira 86 

S. Solo. JRuth.) lly soul doth magniiy 87 

S. Solo (Naomi) and Choras. Praise ye the Loxd. . • 89 

4. Semi-Choms. (Biale roices.) DrimUng 8o^. . • • Sf 

5. Quartette. How blest are they........ » sf 

6. CbonuFinala. Praise ye the Latd li. 



DIRECTIONS. 



VD 



Thx following BOggeBtioDB for the dramatie performaaoe of the Ouitata, 
will be of aaaifltanoe in placing the work upon the stage. 

It will be readily perceived upon examination, that the dramatic repre- 
sentation coven &or scenes^vix.: Bethlehem-Judah, ^time of feonine,) 
Moab, Bethlehem-Jndah, (plenty restored,) and a Harvest Scene. 

The stage appointments mnst be in accordance with the circnmstances of 
the scene represented. Scene 1st — Famine. Scene 2d — ^Pastoral scene in 
Moab. Scene dd — Bethlehem in time of plenty. Scene 4th and 5th— Har^ 
rest Scene. Scene 6th — ^Interior of the honse of Boaz. 

The costumes should be Oriental in style ; those of the gents and ladies 
being somewhat similar in style, vis : — ^loose flowing robes, thrown on grace- 
fiilly in heavy folds and fidling loosely over the shoulders. The ladies should 
wear long, white veils, falling behind or at the side, drawn tightly across the 
forehead. The gentlemen should wear high cdloied nnrU$h iurhmmi. Let 
the costumes be of brilliant coloring, vis : purple, orange, scarlet, white, &c 
as the stage eflect is thereby much improved. The costumes of the soloists 
may be sinular to the above, but as much more elaborate as convenienL 

SCEHK FnST. 

Let the Chorus of Israelites wear some sombre garment of mourning 
(perhaps black) over the brilliant costume, for the first scene, as the colored 
costumes are not to appear tiU the third scene. 

In ^ Help Thou Jehovah,'' the Chorus are standing in groups with faces 
uptumed-«-4nessenger enters firom the left, and at the words, *' Lord in Thy 
mercy hear,** the Chorus foil upon their knees, except one or two in the rear, 
who remain standing, with up-lifted hands clasped, as if in agonizing suppli- 
CBtbn. At the entrance of the tTewish Muden from the right, the Chorus 
Hm and the scene closes with ^ Ood is our Beftige." 



Sours SxooHB. 

This should be a pastoral scene, but if not convenient^ a qtdet home scene. 
Naomi is dad in a mourning costume of black, with long white teil,-»Ruth 
and Orpah are in similar costumes, as it will be remembered, the three are 
in widowhood. Let the three be grouped in centre of stage, as foUowsa— 
Naomi seated ; Orpah at Naomi's left on a low seat, with &ce turned up t» 
Naomi ; Ruth standing in the rear. 

This entire scene should be characterized at times by the most passionate 
abandon, at others by the most perfect Christian foith. At the dose of the 
Trio ^ Be thou Lord," the group stand and Naomi sings, ^ Go return.** Let 
Orpah sing with the greatest tenderness, *^ When deepest shadows," and 
hesitate slightly before the last ^famwtO^ when she leaves the scene. Let 
the scene be tender and passionate between Ruth and Naomi, and at its dose» 
Ruth throws her arms about her mother and foils upon her neck, standinf 
in tableau till the curtain foils. 

SoxNX Thibd. 

Full Chorus, in brilliaat costwasa. Messenger enters from the left 
followed by Naomi, who enters with head bowed and measured step. Ruth 
enters and leaves again at the words, ^ Gro^ my daughter, go." 

ScBMS Fourth — {Harvni Scene,) 

This is easily arranged, if the directions are carefolly followed. To form 
the front of the scene, fasten bariey straw, to the thickness of an inch or two» 
between two long narrow deats, reaching the entire width of the stage. 
The straw should be about eighteen inches in height, in order not to conceal 
the performers. This at a distance gives the effect of a bariey field, and by 
bemg in readiness, will be easily placed in poaitiooL when needed. Bind 



Directions,* 



MTeral shearee of bwlej aud laj them flat apon the stage (ooDoealed.) Also 
for the reapers, place handfals of straw across the stage* and with such a 
hackground as convenient; the scene opens. First reaper enters with sickle 
in hand^ and sings, ^ ITail Glorious IJght^ The semi-ehoms of Reapers, 
with sickles, enter as thej sing from the right, in doable file, crossing the 
stage once. They should keep the most strict time with the music, making 
three motions with the sickle to the led, on the syllables, ^ For," ^ Ward" 
and ^ Reap," returning to right on the word '^ strong." — So on in each line, 
except the short one, when three motions to the left are all that are required. 
They should be in stooping posture, and gather with the left hand the hand- 
fuls of barley, throwing them over the right shoulder ^t the end of each line. 
The Bind^^ now follow them in short measured step, stooping, and, as if 
binding, stand the sheaves upright on the words " Fallen," ^^ Early," ^ Stately," 
*^ be," &c This should be done freely and easily, avoiding stiffiiess of posture. 
The Gleaners followed by Ruth, in brilliant costume^ according to the nar- 
rative, now enter from same side as Reapers and Binders, stooping at uneven 
intervals and gathering stray spears of barley in their veils, which they hold 
in their left hands. In the United Chorus, let the Reapers enter from the 
n'ffht of stage in front. The Binders firom rt^^t of stage in reat. The Gleaners 
from left, passing between Reapers and Binders. At the close of the United 
Chorus, Boaz enters, in disUnguishing costume, singing ^ The Lord be with 
you." Ruth humbles herself before Boas. If dedrabley the Chorus may be 
seated during the interview between, Ruth and Boaz. At the words ^ with 
sest," by assistant Reaper, the Chorus rise and leave the stage, preparing for 
the United Chorus again. Ruth is now left alone upon the stage, singing her 
Gleaning Song. At the repetition of ^ Shadows fiill o'er me,** she reclines, 
leaning against a sheaf of barley, and the lights are lowered, in imitation «f 
night. Boaz enters in the rear and sings to her his Slumber song. Let the 
Ubleau of the ^ Angeb* Charge," be introdaoed here— ^hile the concealed 



Trio and Chorus amg, ** For he shall give his angels charge over thee.* The 
tableau is described below. Nothmg of importance need be noticed in the 
Fifth Scene^ except that at the words ^ Bring the veil,'' Ruth holds the veil, 
while Boaz gives her the barley. 

w 

ScENB Sixth* 

This Scene is the dimax, and b represented at the house of Boaz. Tie 
drinking scene is in illustration of the ^ Mal^ng Merry," mentioned in the 
narrative, and is entirely optional, though it gives life to the work and revives 
interest If used, it should be arranged much afUr the style of a Emg's 
banquet, and be made jovial, though not overdone. In the Finale Chorus, 
the soloists should form a line in front of stage, Ruth and Boaz in centre. 
In the trio of this diorus a timbrel accompaniment is effective, and should 
be taken by one or two of the young n^ftidynft 

Tablsaux. 

l^iree Tableaux may be introduced with good efiect, viz: — ^^The AngeV 
Charge," after ** Slumber Song." '' Buying the Inheritance," at dose of FifUi 
Scene, and an "« Oriental Wedding," after the '' Drmking Song.'' In <" The 
Angels' Charge," let five young ladies, dressed in white as Angels, with wings, 
hover over the slumbering Ruth, while the concealed chorus amg, *^ For He 
shall give." In ^Buying the Inheritance," the centre figure is Boaz, who, 
according to the Oriental custom, ^ plucks off his shoe," holding it forwaid •• 
a voucher for the redeemed proper^. The old sages stand around in gronpz, 
aiguing upon the matter. 

The Oriental Wedding will be most simply amoged with Bvth, the Irid* 
and Boaz as centre figures. The Scene mqr ba a ^ Fezthal Banqnal* 
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SCENE FIRST. 

CHOI^US. "HELP THOU JEHOVAH.' 
Time of Famine in Bethlehem, Judea. 
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Ruth, the Moabitess. 
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Ruth, the Moabitess. 
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Ruth, the Moabitess. 

CHOI^ALE. <• LORD, IN THY MEI^CY HEAI^." (Kneeling;) 
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Ruth, the Moabitess. 
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Ruth, the Moabitess, 



SCENE SECOND. 

I^EGITATIVE AND AII^. NAOMI. 
Naomi, Ruth and Orpah in Moab, bemoaning their affliction. 
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Ruth, the Moahitess. 



SOLO. I^UTH. "ENTREAT ME NOT TO LEAVE THEE." 
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Ruth, the Moabitess. 




pn 



t 



^ — ^-* — t 






X • • • • 



go, and where tboa lodg - est 



ihT #~ 

I will 



2^ 




lodge. 



Thy peopleahall be mj people, and 





> > > 



^^ * # J r 



thy God my 




£ 



■T^—tir^ 



jtZ 



m 



:d: 



DDE. 

H 



/T\ 



Mzi 



« 



Where tSoa di 



est 



I wQl die, And there will 



be 



buried. 



i 




*• 3. 



Ruth, the Moabitess. 

Recitative. Con Passione. 
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Bethlehem Judah. Plenty restored. 



29 



itei ^_,_,_, =Eg 



t=iC=i:=t:=t=t-=t 




-# — 0—0 — — ^- -f- — H — 5 — I— «— ^ — ^ — J — — k4— ^ -A- — J — — m 



h-f^-1^ 



t 



_ « 

Tis plenty restored, Tb plenty restored, Tie plenty 



i 

9 Tis plenty restored,* • • « 



-^^^— -S — 0—0—0—0—0—0-^0—0—0—0—0 n — b— i^— F— b— fa— B----r"^— • "j \j ! j — r L > ^ -t^— t 




0-?L£i? L/ 



■^ ^ ¥ ¥ 



^ 



ft«I.'"*" 




i 



^: 



-_j — « 1 j 1 1 '-p-l- 



F— 1 1— -'h 






1 



Blow die \^a&. tmmpet, our gar - ners are filled. 




♦ #■ ^te- 



•— F-H"— I 1 ' — i:" — r- 

.-»-€#-.P-^-H-^-|: 



■p-f 



i 



::|=t 



jf^e^ 



r 




"^^ * Blow the glad trampet, our gamers are 




i 






^^^^^^^^^^^^ 



> > 
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Ruth, the Moabitess. 
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Ruth, the Moabitess, 

CHOI^US. 
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DUETT. NAOMI AND FII\ST I^EAPER. 
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Ruth, the Moabitess. 

SOLO. NAOMI, AND MALE CHORUS. 
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PRELUDE. SOLO. First Reaper. 

(OOTAVES.) 



SCENE FOURTH. 

Time of Barley Harvest. 
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FIRST H^EAPEI^. ««HAIL, GLOI^IOUS LIGHT." 
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Hail, glorioas light, the vale and hill adorniag; Risein thy ma-jes-ty, thou herald of morning; Gone are the shadows grey, Welcome the coming day : 
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Welcome tlie com - iiig day, Dark-ness lias fled, Forth to the bar - rest, ye fttalwartaudstroug. Rise with the birdling, and join in the song. 
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SEMI-CHORUS. BINDER& 





state • \j sheaf, Ripe shall it 



be. Bind in - to sheaves so tall, Leave for the gleaners all Spears that maj bill be - hind, 



i 



X.1 



?-* 



U=t?: 



■^ — y 



N — N 



■H f 



I i I - 



— ^ 



¥■ '^ i- 



■ts=Jsp=t=fe 



■^ — *■ 



t=x 



tzzt 



qmz? 



1—- 




I .1 II 
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SEMI-CHORUS. GLEANERS. 
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praj you let me glean. I praj you let me glean af - ter the Reap • en. 



sheayese 




I "^ -S^. ^. 



,Vn 



46 



Ruth, the Moabitess. 




-^ (9 



t:z^\r 



:sL 



^^' 



and 'hath continned from the moniiDg antil 



Now, that she tarried a 



little in the hooae. 



m 



5 



s 




z: 



2Z 
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Let me find & - Tor, 



Let me find & - vor, 



Let me find & • vor in thy sight, O, my Lord. 
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JtJLL CHOI^US. "HE THAT GOETH FORTH AND WEEPETH." 
First sixteen measures Unison. Also same number of measures as prelude. 
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Shall doubtless come a - gun. 
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GLEANING SONG. I^UTH. 
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Gleaning Gleafiing, Through the live - long day, Toil - some the da - ty, bat sweet the re - ward. 
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Twilight comes o'er me, Fast fades the day ^tars glimmer gen - tly, Lighting my way, Shadows 



■fv— tr 



V- 



^er me, Tired ejrelids close,Cynthiabeam o'er me» 



If^Tr 



Reclines, dim. ritabd. 




--N N K 1 N N ^ 



?^ 




Bring sweet re - pose. Shadows fall o'er me, Tired eye - lids dose, Cyn - thia beam o'er me, Bring sweet re - pose. 
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Peace - fal - I7 slam - her, Peace - ful - ly sleep. 
Sleep on, be - Iot - ed, Sleep, and re - pose. 
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TI(IO AND CHORUS, " HE SHALL GIVE HIS ANGELS CHANGE OYEI^ THEE," 
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shadows Shall o'er the* oreep> And stars faint - 17 glimmer, While Tig-Ds thej keep. 
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SOLO, NAOMI. <*THE SECRET OF THE LOI^D.* 
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DUETT. NAOMI AND FfRST I<^EAPEI(. «' MY SPII^IT FAINTS." 
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My spir-it fiuntSi mj spir-it fidnto for the liv - mg Grod, My spir-it faints, mj spir-it fiiints for the Ut - ing God. 
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Thy spir-it fiimU, Thy spir4t fiunts for the liv - ing God, Thy spir-it fiednts, thy spir-it fainU for the li? - ing God. 
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